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SECTION 1 INTRODUCTION

Goodwyn Mills Cawood, LLC (GMC) has completed a waters of the U.S., including wetlands and streams, 
delineation on the ±5.29-acre site located off of Old Daphne Road in Bay Minette, Baldwin County, Alabama 
(Figure 1). The property can further be described as being located in Township-2-South, Range-3-East, and 
Section 16 (Figure 3). The center coordinates for the site are latitude 30.874156° and longitude -87.775494°. 

1.1 Current Site Conditions

The site is located off of Old Daphne Road in Bay Minette, Baldwin County, Alabama. The site consists of a 
of a Church, maintained field, and hardwood forested area (Figure 2). The Church and maintained field are 
located in the southwest portion and the hardwood forested area is located throughout the northeast and 
southeast portion of the site. The surrounding land consists of residential development.

SECTION 2 WATERS OF THE U.S. DELINEATION 

2.1 Methods

Prior to visiting the site, GMC biologists reviewed available maps including aerial photography (historical 
and current), USGS quadrangle, Baldwin County Soil Survey, National Wetland Inventory (NWI) map, and 
Federal Emergency Management (FEMA) maps in order to determine the potential for waters of the U.S. at 
the site. The 2023 aerial imagery depicts a building and maintained field in the southwest corner and a 
hardwood forested area throughout the rest of the site (Figure 2). The Bay Minette, Alabama USGS 
Quadrangle Map (Figure 3) and NWI Map (Figure 5) depict no wetlands or streams throughout the property. 
A review of the FEMA flood map revealed that the property is located outside of the Special Flood Hazard 
Area (SFHA) within Zone X (Figure 6). According to the Baldwin County Soil Survey, the project area contains 
one (1) soil with a hydric component: Grady soils. These soils have a hydric rating of 85 which indicates that 
85% of the mapped soil components meet the criteria of a hydric soil. The Gr soil is located throughout the 
central portion of the site.

GMC visited the project site on January 19, 2024 to identify and delineate potential waters of the U.S. 
including wetlands and streams. Wetland areas are delineated in accordance with the 1987 U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers (USACE) Wetland Delineation Manual and the 2010 Regional Supplement to the Corps of 
Engineers Wetland Delineation Manual: Atlantic and Gulf Coastal Plain Region. The wetlands are delineated 
using soil augers to sample and compare soil colors against the Munsell color chart to determine whether 
the soils meet the USACE criteria of hydric soils. The wetland boundaries are flagged according to the three 
required wetland criteria (vegetation, hydrology, and soils). Jurisdictional streams are classified as 
intermittent or perennial. All waters of the U.S. identified on site were surveyed with a mapping grade (sub 
meter) GPS system. A summary of the resources found on site is below. 
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2.2 Delineated Resources  
Streams 
On the day of the site visit, two (2) drainage ditches (D-1 and D-2) were identified on the subject property. 
D-1 and D-2 are man-made dug ditches. D-1 is situated at the property’s southwest corner, extending along 
the southern boundary, before its confluence with D-2. D-2 is located in northern portion of the site and 
extends south through the central portion of the property. See Appendix A for figures depicting the 
location of the ditches. The table below shows the linear footage of each ditch. General photographs of the 
ditches are attached in Appendix B.

Ditch Linear Feet (Lf)

D-1 383.8

D-2 334.2

General view of D-2.

Wetlands
One (1) wetland (W-1) was delineated during the site visit. W-1 is located along the northeast and 
southeastern portions of the site and consists of a hardwood forested wetland. A description of the three 
wetland field indicators observed within the wetland area can be found below. The table below shows the 
acreage of the wetland delineated on site. General photographs of W-1 are attached in Appendix B. Please 
refer to the Wetland Data Determination Sheets in Appendix C.

Wetland 
Resources Acres (Ac)

W-1 1.59
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2.2.1 Vegetation

W-1 consists of hardwood forested wetland containing a tree canopy and shrub layer. Sweet-Bay 
Magnolia (Magnolia virginiana) was found within W-1. This species is classified as a facultative 
wetland species (usually occur in wetlands but occasionally found in non-wetlands); and they are 
indicative of vegetation found in wetland ecosystems. 

2.2.2 Hydrology

The subject site was found on the 1980 Photorevised 1985 Bay Minette, Alabama, U.S. Geological 
Survey Quadrangle map. The subject site ranges in elevation from approximately 75-80 feet above 
mean sea level. Wetland hydrology indicators observed on site include presence of reduced iron, 
saturation, high water table, and crayfish burrows.

2.2.3 Soils

Soil samples were observed throughout the subject site and hydric soils were identified within W-1. 
A hydric soil is one that is saturated, flooded, or ponded long enough during the growing season to 
develop anaerobic conditions in the upper horizons. Redox features within the soil matrix and pore 
lining were noted throughout W-1. According to the Baldwin County Soil Survey, the project area 
contains two (2) soil types: Malbis fine sandy loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes and Grady soils. A list of 
the following soil types is described below. 

• Malbis fine sandy loam, 0-2% slopes (MaA)
The Malbis series consists of very deep, moderately well or well drained, moderately to 
slowly permeable soils on broad interfluves and uplands of the Southern Coastal Plain. 
Most areas of Malbis soils have been cleared and are used for the cultivation of corn, 
cotton, potatoes, peanuts and soybeans. Forested areas consist of loblolly pine, slash pine, 
shortleaf pine, longleaf pine, sweetgum, and red oak. Areas of pastureland are mainly 
planted to bermudagrass, Bahia grass, and small grains.

• Grady soils (Gr)
The surface layer of these soils is very dark gray to black. The texture of the subsoil ranges 
from sandy loam to clay. Mapped with these soils are areas that have a surface layer of fine 
sandy loam to silty clay loam. Also included are some areas where the surface layer is muck 
to a depth of as much as 12 inches. About 5 percent of the acreage of Grady soils occurs 
within areas of Norfolk, Ruston, and Goldsboro soils and in those areas the surface layer and 
subsoil are sandier than those in the profile described as typical of the series. In some 
places there is a concretionary pan in the profile. These areas are all too small to be 
mapped separately.



Waters of the U.S. Delineation Report      
Abundant Life Christian Center February 2024

5

According to the Baldwin County hydric soil list, one (1) of the soil types listed above is listed as 
being hydric: Grady soils.

View of reduced iron and depleted matrix located within W-1.

SECTION 3 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

3.1 Conclusions and Recommendations 

Goodwyn Mills Cawood, LLC (GMC) has completed a waters of the U.S., including wetlands and streams, 
delineation on the ±5.29-acre site located off of Old Daphne Road in Bay Minette, Baldwin County, Alabama. 
One (1) wetland area and two (2) ditches have been identified on the site. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
(USACE) has final authority when determining the jurisdiction of a water resource. A Jurisdictional 
Determination can be submitted to the USACE, if needed. If impacts to wetlands are expected, it is 
recommended that the appropriate USACE permit be obtained prior to construction.
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General view of the church onsite.

General view of the maintained field onsite.

P-1

P-2



General view of D-1 located in the southwest corner of
the site, extending east.

General view of D-2 located in the central portion of the
site, extending north.
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P-4



General view of the southern portion of W-1.

P-5

General view of the southern portion of W-1.

P-6



General view of representative soils within W-1.

P-7
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Goodwyn Mills Cawood gmcnetwork.com    

Ashtyn is an environmental scientist in GMC's Mobile, Alabama office with experience 
in National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) stormwater permitting, 
Waters of the U.S. wetland delineations and permitting, United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) environmental information documentation and state concurrence. 
She is a valuable member of our team and makes a positive impact with her contribution 
to GMC’s environmental initiatives.  

Management Plan Experience
•	 Bayou La Batre Stormwater Management Plan – Bayou La Batre, AL

Stream Restoration Experience
•	 Selma-Dixon – Selma, AL
•	 Wolf Run - Wiggins, MS

Wetland Delineation Experience
•	 Gaineswood Subdivision – Fairhope, AL
•	 Riviera Utilities – Foley, AL
•	 Loxley Warehouses – Loxley, AL
•	 Loxley Water Capacity – Loxley, AL
•	 MAWSS Eslava Creek – Mobile, AL
•	 Ecovery – Loxley, AL
 
Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Experience
•	 Gaineswood Subdivision – Fairhope, AL
•	 Loxley Warehouses – Loxley, AL
•	 Shellbank River Landing – Spanish Fort, AL
•	 Whispering Pines – Daphne, AL

NEPA Environmental Assessment Experience
•	 Monte Sano State Park – Huntsville, AL
•	 2022 DWSRF Water System Improvements – Russell County, AL 

Mitigation Monitoring Experience
•	 Midcreeks Mitigation Bank – Eufala, AL
•	 Wolf Run – Wiggins, MS

Invasive Species Removal Experience
•	 Midcreeks Mitigation Bank – Eufala, AL
•	 Broadview Mitigiation Bank – Eufala, AL
 
Construction Stormwater Experience
•	 OWA RV Resort – Foley, AL
•	 Juniper Street Extension – Foley, AL
•	 Bay Street Sudivision – Foley, AL
•	 Battles Trace – The Colony
•	 Gulf Shores High School – Gulf Shores, AL
•	 LeFlore High School – Mobile, AL

Education: 

Bachelor of Biological Sciences with an Emphasis in 

Conservation, University of Southern Mississippi, 2022

Certifications: 

•	 Qualified Credential Inspector (QCI)

Additional Training: 

•	 Nature Based Stormwater Solutions Workshop – 

The Nature Conservancy 

•	 Phase I Environmental Site Assessment -  

The Environmental Institute

•	 Substantial Damage Workshop - FEMA  

Ashtyn Walmsley, QCI 
Environmental Scientist

(608) 738-1085          ashtyn.walmsley@gmcnetwork.com
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